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Memorandum 

To: Deputy Division Chief for Onshore Minerals Regulation, 
MS 650 

-Ihrou^:—Geaser^vation Manager, SCR ^ * * ^ — / w 'u. 
From: Acting Deputy Conservation Manager - Mining, SCR 

Siibject: NEPA Compliance for the Pinal Reclamation and Abandonsient 
Plan for the Anaconda Company's Jackplle-Paguate Uranium 
Mine Con^lex on the Laguna Indian Reservation 

The subject mine complex has been in operation for 27 years, 
and is now nearlng the cessation of operations. The complex 
-consists of 1,000 acres-of-ep«i-plt3, 2,Q0O-aercs of waste— 
dumps, two operating imderground mines, and three planned 
underground mines. Anaconda expects to complete open-pit 
operations in 1981, underground operations-in 1983, and 
reclamation in 1986. 
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The complex as a whole. Is not operating iinder an approved 
mining and reclamation plan, although the tmderground mines are 
operating imder plans approved specific to their activities. 
Comprehensive plans covering the entire operation and its 
reclamation were submitted on February 25, 1977, and March 29, 
1979, and a very detailed environmental assessment was prepared 
by the Albuquerque District. However, due to changes in the 
mining plans, and to additional environmental concerns, these 
' documents are now obsolete and a third and final comprehensive 
reclamation plan must be developed. 

The Albuquerque District Office has taken the lead iti working 
with Anaconda, the Laguna Tribe, a d the BIA, to jointly design 
a coiiq>rehensive and detailed reclamation plan that will be 
satisfactory to all parties. This process is scheduled for 
completion by September 1, 1980, at which time the plan will be 
submitted to the Laguna Tribal Council for ratification. Intense 
negotiations between Anaconda and the Tribe are expected, and the 
Albuquerque District personnel will be s\q>porting the Tribe. 
^Anaconda has estimated—the total cost-of—reclamation to be betw ?.n 
20 and 30 Million dollars. 
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